**Sample letter for petitions to corporations.  All highlighted areas are where the individual will need to fill in information**

Ms. Stacey Doe

MusicHarmony

12345 Treeline Drive
Anytown, DC 20000
January 16, 2007
Dear Stacey Doe, 
As one of the top record labels in the music industry, I believe your products exert a powerful influence on a large youth audience and have a special responsibility to promote diverse portrayals of communities of color and hip hop culture.

Yet, many of the hip-hop artists signed to your label continue to promote messages of hyper-masculinity, violence, homophobia and sexism, especially among young African-American and Latino communities. These images are hurtful to all youth.  They not only reinforce simplistic stereotypes of men and women, but encourage attitudes of violence and aggression towards gay, female, and transgender youth.   

For instance, a new human rights from the Gender Public Advocacy Coalition (GenderPAC) details the violent murders of more than 50 young people in attacks that targeted them because their assailants thought they weren’t living up to codes of masculinity or femininity. 92% were young people of color; many were gay or transgender.  You can learn more about this disturbing trend by visiting www.50under30.org. 
On February 20th, PBS is premiering a groundbreaking new documentary from the director Byron Hurt called “Beyond Beats and Rhymes.” It details record labels’ pressure on hip-hop artists to compose lyrics of masculine boastfulness, aggression and materialism, and attitudes of homophobia and sexism. 

I hope you will take time to view this important film. 
I am joining activists from around the country in GenderPAC’s Spring 2007 Campaign, also called Beyond Beats and Rhymes, to focus the attention of youth, record labels, and media on portrayals of masculinity, sexism, and homophobia in hip-hop culture and larger American society.  
Please consider supporting this campaign, and rethinking the effect that many of the artists you promote have on youth across the country. While we do not believe in silencing any artist, much less in censorship, as youth we are highly aware that record labels exercise an enormous amount of discretion over which artists get signed, which songs get promoted, and what messages are advertised to youth. We are asking you to begin showing more balance, responsibility and sensitivity in your selections.

For Equality, 
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Tyrone Hanley

Connecticut Ave, NW 4th Floor

Washington, DC 20009 
